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Similar success attended the army of Custine on the
Rhine: Mainz, Speier, Worms, Frankfort and Coblentz
opened their gates to the French (October). Not less en-
thusiastic was their welcome on the Southern frontiers.
General Montesquieu occupied Savoy, and General Anselme
Nice. Thus before the winter of 1792-1793 closed in, the
armies of the Republic were in possession of Belgium,
Savoy and Nice, and had got a firm grip on the middle
Rhine.
Meanwhile, in the capital, the pace of revolution was ever
quickening. The Legislative Assembly had dissolved itself,
THE NATIONAL and had summoned a National Convention to
CONVENTION* frame a new Constitution for France. The
Convention was opened on 21 September, and resolved by
acclamation that * royalty was abolished in France', and
that Year I of the Republic should date from that day. A
decree of perpetual banishment was passed against the
Emigres, and it was resolved to bring the King to trial before
the Convention.
The trial opened on n December. The Girondins at-
tempted to interpose delays, and suggested that the King's
EXECUTION fate should be decided by a vote of the whole
OF THE KING nation. But the mob became impatient; on
14 January 1793 they surrounded the Convention with cries
of ' Death to the tyrant', and two days later Louis XVI
was by a narrow majority sentenced to death. On 21 Janu-
ary the sentence was executed. Thus died upon the scaffold,
with calm courage and unruffled dignity, one of the kindliest,
most unselfish and best-intentioned of French kings. Un-
fortunately he was as weak as he was good. A really strong
king might have dissociated himself from the privileged
Orders, and led the movement along the path of ordered
reform. But Louis XVI was incapable of initiative, and
not wise enough to profit by the advice of the one counsellor
who might have supplied his deficiency. Personally well
meaning he fell upon evil days, and had not sufficient force
of character to * ride the whirlwind' or * direct the storm'.
His execution was both a crime and a blunder. * Louis